The Christ of Ascension and the Returning Christ

Message One

The Life and Significance of the Ascension of Christ
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So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. (Mark
16:19)
And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. While He was blessing them, He parted from
them and was carried up into heaven. And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the
temple praising God. (Luke 24:50-53)
Until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.
(Acts 1:2)
And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. (Acts 1:9)
"I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the
Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations
and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is
one which will not be destroyed. (Dan 7:13-14)
[For the choir director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.] O clap your hands, all peoples; shout to God with the voice of joy. For the LORD
Most High is to be feared, a great King over all the earth. He subdues peoples under us and nations under our feet. He chooses our
inheritance for us,
The glory of Jacob whom He loves. Selah. God has ascended with a shout, the LORD, with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to
God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a skillful psalm. (Ps
47:1-7)
UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."' (Luke 20:43)
But to which of the angels has He ever said, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR
FEET"? (Heb 1:13)
You have ascended on high, You have led captive Your captives; You have received gifts among men, even among the rebellious also,
that the LORD God may dwell there. (Ps 68:18)
Which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.
And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of
Him who fills all in all. (Eph 1:20-23)
He raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph 2:6)
Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things
than these." And He said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man." (John 1:50-51)
"No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. (John 3:13-15)
For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil 2:9-11)
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him. But being full of the Holy Spirit, he
gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, "Behold, I see the
heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." (Acts 7:54-56)

I.

The Realm of “Heaven”

II.

The Facts of Ascension – Only Mark and Luke speak of the gospel of the Ascension

III.

The Ascension of Christ is a Great Salvation

IV.

The Ascension of Christ and His Obtaining the Glorious Kingdom and Power

V.

The Ascension of Christ and the Subjection of All Things Under Our Feet

VI.

The Spiritual Significance and Experience of the Ascension of Christ
1. The Ascension of Christ proclaims Christ supremacy of all things and His Complete Victory
2. The Ascension of Christ draws all men forward to service
3. The Ascension of Christ becomes the goal of all the saints in pursuit
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Message Two

The Ascension of Christ for the Ascended Position and Power of His Church
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7.

[A Psalm of David.] The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet." The LORD
will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of Your enemies." (or another translation: in the days of
military procession) Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; in holy array, from the womb of the dawn (or another
translation: the brightness of your youth is like the dew of dawn) (Ps 110:1-3)
And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him
who sat on the throne. When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying,
"Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every
tribe and tongue and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the
earth." (Rev 5:6-10)
"Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so,
I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going." (John 14:1-5)
"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. I will not
leave you as orphans; I will come to you. After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will
live also. In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps
them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him."
Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?"
Jesus answered and said to him, " If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him
and make Our abode with him. (John 14:16-24)
"When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will
testify about Me, and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.” (John 15:26-27)
"I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into
all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to
come.” (John 16:12-14)
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, " Come here, I
will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God (Rev 21:9-11).

I.

The Ascended Christ Sent the Holy Spirit of Fullness

II.

The Ascended Christ Sent Another Helper and the Comforter

III.

The Advent of the Holy Spirit Initiates the Era of “Presence”

IV.

The Advent of the Holy Spirit Initiates the Era of “Inwardness”

V.

The Advent of the Holy Spirit Initiates the Era of “Appearing”

VI.

The Advent of the Holy Spirit Initiates the Era of “Abiding”

VII.

The Advent of the Holy Spirit Initiates the Era of “Witnessing”

VIII.

The Advent of the Holy Spirit Initiates the Era of “Entering into the Reality of the Truth”

IX.

The Holy Spirit Comes to Make Perfect the New Jerusalem
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Message Three

The Life and Significance of the Ascension of Christ
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But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and even to the remotest part of the earth. And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him
out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also
said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same
way as you have watched Him go into heaven." (Acts 1:8-11)
In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south. You will flee by the
valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah
king of Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him! In that day there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle. For it
will be a unique day which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light. And in that day
living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as well as
in winter. (Zech 14:4-8)
"Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple;
and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming," says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of His coming?
And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will
purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness.” (Mal 3:1-3)
"For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them
ablaze," says the LORD of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise
with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall. You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the
soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing," says the LORD of hosts. (Mal 4:1-3)
"So if they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go out, or, 'Behold, He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe them. For just as the
lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.” (Matt 24:26-27)
0 "And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN
COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. 31 "And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY
WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. (Matt 24:30-31)
But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The
Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat,
and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the
elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. (2
Peter 3:8-13)
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of
the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore
comfort one another with these words. (1 Thess 4:13-18)
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state
into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
(Phil 3:20-21)
To give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be
marveled at among all who have believed — for our testimony to you was believed. (2 Thess 1:7-10)
"And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book." (Rev 22:7)
"Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
first and the last, the beginning and the end. Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter
by the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who
loves and practices lying. I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the
bright morning star." (Rev 22:12-17)
He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. (Rev 22:20)

I.
II.

The Second Coming and the Returning Lord
The Great Purpose of the Second Coming
1. The Lord comes for the children of God
2. The Lord comes for the people of Israel
3. The Lord comes for the human race
III. The Words on the Second Coming and the
Glory in Sight
IV. The Lord Comes Like A Thief to Take the
Vessels of Silver and Gold

V. The Hope of His Second Coming and the Rapture
VI. The People in Heaven and the Transfiguration of
the Body
VII. The Lord’s Coming Is Amazing to Men on Earth
VIII. The Words of Christ Concerning His Second
Coming
1. I am coming quickly – to keep His words
2. I am coming quickly – to wash the robes
3. I am coming quickly – Come, Lord Jesus
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Message Four

The Second Coming of Christ and the Pursuit of Eternal Order

Scriptures:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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9.

"Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 35 " Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not
pass away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. For the coming of the Son of
Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.
Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be
left. Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at
what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. For this reason
you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. “ (Matt 24:34-44)
Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord — for we walk by faith, not
by sight — we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. Therefore we also have as
our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. (2 Cor 5:6-10)
"Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish,
and five were prudent. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. "Now
while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.' Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the prudent, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.' But the prudent answered, 'No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' And while
they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door
was shut. "Later the other virgins also came, saying, ' Lord, lord, open up for us.' "But he answered, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.' " Be on
the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. (Matt 25:1-13)
" For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents, to
another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. Immediately the one who had received the five
talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. But
he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them. The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'Master, you
entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.' (Matt 25:14-21)
"The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. "But I tell you that every
careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. "For by your words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned. Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You. But He answered and
said to them, " An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as
JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth. (Matt 12:35-40)
Therefore be patient ,brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the
early and late rains. You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so
that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. (James 5:7-10)
"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the
water of life without cost. (Rev 22:16-17)
He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (Rev
22:20-21)

I.

The Days of the Son of Man and the Days of Noah
– the greatest preparation and the victory over the greatest death

II.

All Saints Will Stand Before Christ to be Judged for Their Eternal Order

III.

Early and Late Rains Are for the Reception of the Christ’s Second Coming

IV.

The Believers Prepare Oil and the Lighting of Lamps – to receive the shouting of the Lord’s return

V.

Faithful Service and the Increase of Fullness for the Lord’s Return

VI.

Gird Up to Wait On the Lord’s Calling

VII.

The Holy Spirit and the Bride Are Witnessing for the Lord

VIII. I Am Coming Quickly and Our Plea of “Come Lord Jesus”
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